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Kolkata is the capital of the Indian state of West Bengal. Located on the east bank of the River
Hooghly, it is the principal commercial, cultural, and educational centre of East India, while the
Port of Kolkata is India's oldest operating port as well as its sole major riverine port. As of 2011,
the city had 4.5 million residents; the urban agglomeration, which comprises the city and its
suburbs, was home to approximately 14.1 million, making it the third most populous metropolitan
area in India. According to the 2001 census, 77.68% of the population in Kolkata are Hindus,
20.27% Muslims, 0.88% Christians, and 0.46% Jains. The remainder of the population includes
Sikhs, Buddhists, and other religions

As of 2008, its economic output as measured by gross domestic product ranked third among South
Asian cities, behind Mumbai and Delhi. As a growing metropolitan city in a developing country,
Kolkata confronts substantial urban pollution, traffic congestion, poverty, overpopulation, and
other logistic and socioeconomic problems.

Kolkata is known for its literary, artistic, and revolutionary heritage; as the former capital of India,
it was the birthplace of modern Indian literary and artistic thought. Kolkata has been called the
"City of Furious, Creative Energy"as well as the “Cultural or literary capital of India”.

Its long tradition of art films includes globally acclaimed film directors such as Academy Award-
winning director Satayajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen, Tapan Sinha, and contemporary directors
such as Aparna Sen, Buddhadeb Dasgupta, and Rituparno Ghosh.

During the 19" and 20™ centuries, Bengali literature was modernised through the works of authors
such as Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Michael Madhusudan Dutta,
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam, and Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay.

City of Kolkata

Kolikata or Kolkata city used to be a small village ruled by the emperors of different dynasties
before the East India Company came to power. From 8" century to 12" century there were frequent
changes in the power that ruled the village. From 13" century to the concluding 17 century, the
place was dominated by a series of rulers including the Mamluk rulers, the Balbans, Shahs,
Abyssinians and finally the Afghans.

The area occupied by the present-day city encompassed three villages: Kalikata,
Gobindapur, and Sutanuti. Kalikata was a fishing village; Sutanuti was a riverside
weavers' village that predated Kolkata were ruled by the Nawab of Bengal under
Mughal suzerainty.






